JAN-08-2007 HON 04:49 PM DENTSPLY LEGAL FAX NO. 7178494753 P. 05 


Stria! No.: 10/608,112 
Arl Unit: 3733 

RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 


Ame ndments to the Claims ; 

This listing of chums will replace all prior versions, oriel listings, of claims in the application. 


JAN 0 8 2007 


l. fotinii of Chums : 

Claim I , (Currently amended) A method of making an ultrasonic dental scaler insert having a 
soJl grip, comprising the following sequence of steps: 

providing a soil grip and an ultrasonic dental scaler insert, said soft grip having a rigid 
polymeric inner wall bonded to an clastonieric outer wall, said clas tomcric outer wall extendin g 
cont ijEiuo,Hsly a along tl^ Jcn^tli of said ri^i <J polymeric inner wall, said ultrasonic dental scaler 
insert having a tip, a connecLor, and a magneloslrictivc member, said connector having a first 
connector end and a second eonnecLor end, said first connector end being connected- to said lip, 
said second connector end being connected to said magnctostrictivc member, and 

affixing said soft grip to said ultrasonic dental scaler insert, whereby said rigid polymeric 
inner wall circumscribes said connector to form an ultrasonic denial scaler insert having a soft 
fcrip, 

Claim 2, (Original) The method, of claim 1 wherein said rigid polymeric inner wall is generally 
cylindrical, and said .soft grip is snap-fit onto said connector. 

Claim X (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said rigid polymeric inner wall comprises a 
first rigid polymeric side anil a second rigid polymeric side, said elastomeric outer wall 
comprises a fu st clastomcric side and a second elastomeric side, said first elastomeric side is 
alTixcd to said first rigid polymeric side, said second elastomeric side is affixed to said second 
rigid polymeric side, and said rigid polymeric inner wall is formed by affixing said first rigid 
polymeric side to said second rigid polymeric side. 

Claim 4. (Canceled) 

Claim 5. (Original) I he method of claim 1 wherein said soft grip member is generally 
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cylindrical. 

Claims 6-8 (Canceled) 

Claim 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said rigid polymeric inner wall is generally 
cylindrical ;iud said clastomcric outer wall is generally cylindrical. 

(Maim 10. (Original) The method of claim J wherein said soft grip member is generally 
cylindrical and is snap-fit onto said ultrasonic denial scaler insert. 

Claim 1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said rigid polymeric inner wall forms a 
nov.zlc for said ultrasonic dental scaler insert. 

Claim 12. (Original) An insert for use in a dental handpiece having a housing having a 
longitudinal bore, comprising; a tip, a magnetostcictivc member, a connecting member, a nozzle, 
and a grip, said Lip being connected to a first end of said connecting member, said 
iiiiigucloslrictivc member being connected to a second end of said connecting member, said 
uo/zlc being supported by said connecting member, said grip being supported by said no/zle, 
said grip comprising rigid polymeric material and elastomeric polymeric material. 

Claim 13. (Original) A method of making an ultrasonic denLal scaler insert having a soil grip, 
comprising: providing an ultrasonic dental scaler insert having a nozzle and a magnetos! tie live 
member, providing a soft grip having a rigid polymeric channel supporting an clastomcric layer, 
positioning said sofi grip member over said nozzle to form an ultrasonic dental scaler insert 
having a soft grip. 

Claim 14. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said rigid polymeric channel is generally 
cylindrical and said clastonieric layer is generally cylindrical. 

Claim IS. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said soft grip is generally cylindrical and 
is snap -lit onto said ultrasonic dental scaler insert. 
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Claim If.. (Currently amended) A method of making an ultrasonic dental scaler insert, 
comprising the following sequence orsteps: 

providing an ultrasonic dental scaler insert, and a first soft grip half-section member and 
a second soft grip half-section member, 

said first soil grip half-section member having a first rigid polymeric inner wall and a 
firs! clastomciic oulorwall, saidJiret^^ 

lMSS«> .Q£re>.WJl«iJ3iUdpoljOTcrk j\iMl£Lmill,.and said second soft grip half-section member 
having a second rigid polymeric inner wall and a second clastorneric outer wall, said second 

StoSLojiipjj^QJi^ 
jjiUWJXftlL 

said ultrasonic dental scaler insert having a tip, a connector, and a magnetostrictivc 
member, said connector having an elongated body, a first connector end and a second connector 
end, said first connector end being connected to said lip, said second connector end being 
connected to said inagnctostriolive member, and 

affixing said first soft grip half-section member to said second soft grip half-section 
member lo form a soft grip, whereby said first rigid polymeric inner wall and said second rigid 
polymeric inner wall circumscribe said elongated body to form an ultrasonic dental sealer insert 
having a soft grip. 

Claim 17. (Currently amended) A method of making an ultrasonic dental scaler insert having a 
soft grip, comprising the following sequence of steps: 

providing a soft grip member having an clastomeric outer wall affixed lo a rigid 
polymeric inner wall, said etostom^ 
rigid polynisj ie in ner wa ll, and 

connecting said soft grip member to an ultrasonic dental scaler insert to form an 
ultiasoiiic denial sealer insert having a soft grip. 

Claim 1 8. (Original) The method of claim J 7 wherein said ultrasonic dental scaler insert has a 
lip, a connector, and amagnclo&lriclive member, said connector having a first connector. end 
connected to said tip, and a second connector end., connected to said magnetostrictivc member. 
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Claim 19, (Original) The method of claim IS wherein said rigid wall is generally cylindrical* and 
said j>oft yrip is snap-fit onto said connector. 

Claim 20. (Ori&innt) The nicihod of claim 1 8 wherein said uHrasonic denial scaler insert further 
comprises a nozzle and said nozzle comprises said rigid wall. 


// 


/// 
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